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Our Just Cause
“Nurturing globally competent learners, leaders and citizens”.

A successful senior schooling 
experience lies in our students 
developing their passion, 
through  committed 
performance to assist in their 
chosen pathways.



What will be covered

• Who is QTAC

• Admission Criteria – Eligibility and Merit

• ATAR Recap

• Adjustment Schemes and EAS

• Preferencing 

• Responding  to offers

• Key dates

• Access to KGSC Career Guidance and 
Counselling



Who is QTAC?



Apply through QTAC to study at any of these 
Queensland institutions



Looking to study 
interstate?



Admission Criteria

Institutions determine their own rules for admission 
and QTAC implements them.

Rules are applied consistently within institutions, 
but rules change from institution to institution.



Eligibility and Merit



Eligibility requirements
• Age requirements

• Subject prerequisites 

• Portfolios, auditions, or interviews

• Essays or personal statements (e.g. Education)

• Questionnaires or exams (medicine and dentistry may require UCAT)

• Australian Nursing and Midwifery Accreditation Council (ANMAC) requires that 
all applicants demonstrate their English language proficiency, regardless of their 
country of origin or language spoken.

Some of these requirements might need to be 
submitted by a deadline. While researching your 
courses, make a note of early closing dates:

qtac.edu.au/fixed-closing-dates



How is merit determined?

Your merit is determined by your QTAC Selection Rank. 

Applicants are allocated ranks based on their assessable qualifications. 

Selection ranks can come from:

• ATARs

• Completed AQF qualifications (Cert III & IV)

• Diplomas, Advanced Diplomas

• Tertiary study (minimum 2 subjects required)

• Music, dance, and drama qualifications

• Bridging and preparation courses



What is an ATAR?

• Australian Tertiary Admission Rank (ATAR)

• Primary mechanism used nationally for tertiary admissions. 

Indicates a student’s position relative to other students

• 2000-point scale from 99.95 down to 0.00. ATARs less than 30.00 

are reported as ‘30 or less’

• Queensland ATAR is calculated by QTAC for entry into tertiary 

courses. It is the standard pathway to tertiary study in Queensland



QCE and ATAR

ATAR
Tells us about a student’s position (or 

ranking) compared to all other students in 
the state. The only intended purpose for the 

ATAR is to assist with selecting applicants 
for tertiary study.

QCE
Certifies learning, showing the individual 

has achieved a specific standard of 
education at senior schooling level and 

may be considered by employers and the 
general community.



Accessing your ATAR

• Current Queensland Year 12 students 
can open their ATAR account with 
QTAC from August

• Students who wish to study interstate 
also need to create an ATAR account

• ATARs will be released in December

• If you wish to apply to commence 
tertiary study in 2024, you will also 
need to complete a QTAC application



ATAR Release

• ATARs are released online only.  
There will be a facility to receive ATAR 
release notification via email and to 
print a results notice

• Eligible students will be able to print 
their ATAR Certificate once ATARs have 
been released

• QTAC have both an appeals and 
verification process and can be found 
in the policies page on the QTAC 
website. 



Adjustment Schemes



Selection Ranks & Adjustment Factors

ATARs are calculated only on the students’ actual QCE subject 
results, which have been scaled.

Adjustment Factors (EAS, subject adjustments, etc) are applied after
the ATAR is calculated.



Selection Ranks & Adjustment Factors

Applicants may also be assigned a separate Selection Rank for 
completed VET qualifications.

Depending on the institution, your application may be considered 
based on the Selection Rank of your completed VET qualification or 
your adjusted ATAR. For many institutions, your highest rank is 
considered first.

QTAC continues to administer Adjustment Factor schemes which 
have been determined by individual institutions.



Educational Access Scheme (EAS)

• EAS helps if your studies have been negatively affected by 
circumstances beyond your control

• Adjustment points may be applied your rank to help you compete 
more equitably for an offer

• You can apply to EAS as part of your QTAC application 
• Must include all the appropriate application forms and 

documentary evidence
• Different institutions award different adjustment factors so one 

may allow more or less adjustments than another



EAS Categories

Note: Outstanding EAS documents may stop you from receiving an offer. 
If you decide not to submit documents, let us know ASAP.



Other adjustment schemes

Each institution has their own adjustments that are 
applied at the time of application:

• Subject Schemes
• Elite athletes
• Introductory study
• Equity
• Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander



Understanding Your Options



The QTAC Guide

All Year 12s have been provided with the 
2024 QTAC Guide – if you have not received 
a copy please go to the Senior Schooling 
Hub

The QTAC Guide outlines all course options 
available to apply for in 2024

This course guide can also be accessed 
online which is updated with any changes



The QTAC guide is divided 
into discipline areas and 
institutions are 
alphabetically listed 
within each area. 



Course Offerings

Each course offering provides 
key information including:
• Course location
• Course duration 
• Minimum ATAR/Selection 

Rank offered in Semester 1 
2023

• Offer round
• Prerequisites 
• Course outline



Preferences



Preferences

Before you submit your QTAC application, you will 
need to make a list of your 6 preferred courses.

This is known as course preferencing.



Preferences

Preferencing is an important part of the application 
process as only one offer is received at a time, based on 
your highest eligible preference.

You can list up to 6 preferences on your application.

You can change your preferences for free 3 times.

You can change your preferences after the application is 
lodged, after your ATAR is released and/or even after an 
offer is made.



Ordering your Preferences

INTERIM ATAR:



Preference 1: “Ideal” Course

Example:

A KG student named Justice Laws has a estimated ATAR of 90. 

Remember this is an estimate, so create a safety range around this score eg. 85-92.

Justice is a good English student & has a strong interest in pursuing Law as a career. 

Ideal Course: Example

1. 

This ATAR cut-off score represents the lowest ATAR score accepted into this program Semester 1 last year.

This score is unadjusted and does not factor in EAS or subject adjustments.



Preference 2: Another “Ideal” Course

The next course you list should have a lower ATAR Score cut off and you must continue 
to meet the prerequisites. 

If the course you preference second has a higher ATAR cut off than the course you 
preference first, at the time of offer you will not be considered for the second 
preference.

Ideal Course: Example

2. 



Preferences 3 and 4: The “Back up” courses
Preferences 3 and 4  are Back up courses. 

These courses still allow you to meet your career goals AND you meet all the specified prerequisites 
AND the courses fall within or below your estimated ATAR range.

Remember: If at any time you preference a course with a more competitive ATAR cut off below a course 
with a less competitive ATAR cut off, you will not be considered for that course.

Back Up Courses: Example

3. 

4. 



What are Pathway courses?

Other tertiary study

• Less competitive degrees

• Different campuses

• Regional institutions

• Bridging and tertiary preparation courses

Combined diplomas/degrees

• Apply for entry into a Diploma

• Guaranteed entry into the Bachelor course if the Diploma is successfully completed

• Get credit for study done within the Diploma, and graduate with two qualifications



Preferences 5 and 6: The “Pathway” courses
Example
Pathway courses are the least competitive courses you put in your application. 

They ensure under all conditions that you will receive an offer related to the course you are most interested in 
studying. 

5. 

6. 



INTERIM ATAR:



ATAR cut offs are 
becoming less competitive

Courses in the same 
area of interest

Meets prerequisites –
studies English

All the same 
Offer Round



Understanding Offer Rounds

An important note:

• QTAC only review eligibility and merit for one preference at a time
i.e. QTAC will only review your second preference if you do not meet the requirements for 
an offer on your first preference

• If you place a preference for a later offer round (e.g. June offer round) QTAC will hibernate 
your application until this offer round. No other preferences will be reviewed and you will 
not be considered by QTAC for an offer in earlier rounds.  



Understanding Offer Rounds

Example:
If Justice attained an ATAR of 75 
and entered their results as listed

QTAC would not make an offer for 
Preference 1 or 2 in the January 
round due to not meeting merit 
requirements

QTAC would then hibernate this 
application to be reviewed in June 
for preference 3

QTAC would not review or offer 
preference 4 for Justice as this 
preference would not be reviewed 
until after the round cut-off time. 

INTERIM ATAR:



Receiving Offers



Responding to your offer



Responding to your offer



Conditionally Accepted

If you conditionally accept an 
offer, you will need to rearrange 
your preferences so that any 
other courses you wish to be 
considered for sit ABOVE your 
conditionally accepted offer.

Note: you can’t conditionally 
accept a first preference. Move 
the preference down to 
conditionally accept it.



Final Thoughts



Key Dates
May UCAT booking deadline

July UCAT testing begins

August • QTAC applications open for 2024 in early August
• ATAR account registration opens for Queensland Year 12s
• Some audition and portfolio applications close

September Early closing dates for some courses

October Reminder to get EAS and supporting documents submitted

November • Last day of Queensland Year 12
• Offer rounds continue

December • Due date to apply and submit documents for 
December offer round

• Queensland ATAR and QCE released
• Due date to change preferences for the December 

offer round
• December offer round

January • Due date for change of preferences prior to the January 
offer round

• January offer round
• Further offer rounds

February Further offer rounds



Application Tips

✓ Apply early

✓ Check key dates

✓ Use a personal email address

✓ Check your course entry requirements  (ANMAC, Teacher 
Questionnaire, Portfolio)

✓ Authorise someone if you would like them to ask QTAC about 
your application

✓ Ask QTAC if you get stuck



Career Guidance and Counselling 

• All students are strongly encouraged to 
engage in a pathways conversation with a 
member of the guidance team over Term 3

• Students and families will be able to book 
these appointments through SOBs – further 
information regarding this process will follow  

Bec

JohnAlethea

Nathan


