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To ATAR of not to ATAR? 
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Our Just Cause
“Nurturing globally competent learners, leaders and citizens”.

A successful senior 

schooling experience lies in 

our students developing 

their passion, through  

committed performance to 

assist in their chosen

pathways.







Choosing Subjects

Do Choose:

Subjects 

according to your 

own skills, 

abilities and 

interests.



Applied and General Subjects

• Applied subjects are 

suited to students who 

are primarily interested in 

pathways beyond senior 

secondary schooling that 

lead to vocational 

education and training or 

work.

• General subjects are 

suited to students who 

are interested in 

pathways beyond senior 

secondary schooling that 

lead to tertiary studies 

and to pathways for 

vocational education and 

training and work. 



Where 

do I 

start?



Key:

• CAPITAL LETTERS = General 

subjects

• Shaded subjects = Applied 

subjects

• VET = Vocational Education and 

Training Certificates

• Foundation = Year 10 Foundation 

subjects

• * = new subject introduced in 

2024.



General subjects are suited to 

students who are interested in 

pathways beyond senior 

secondary schooling that lead 

to tertiary studies and to 

pathways for vocational 

education and training and 

work. 

Key:

• CAPITAL LETTERS = General 

subjects



Applied subjects are suited to 

students who are primarily 

interested in pathways beyond 

senior secondary schooling that 

lead to vocational education 

and training or work.

Key:

• Shaded subjects = Applied 

subjects

• VET = Vocational Education and 

Training Certificates



What is an ATAR? (Page 6 Senior Course Guide)

• Queensland ATAR (Australian Tertiary Admission Rank)

• ATAR is the primary mechanism used nationally for 

tertiary admissions and indicates a student’s position 

relative to other students.  It is the standard measure of 

a student’s overall academic achievement in relation to 

other students where those students have studied 

different subject combinations.

• ATARS are expressed as a number on a 2000-point 

scale from 99.95 down to 0.00 in steps of 0.05.  So the 

highest ATAR is 99.95, then 99.90, then 99.85, and so 

on, down to 0.00.  ATARS below 30 are reported as 

‘30.00 or less’.



• Queensland ATARs are based on a student’s:

– best five General subject results, or

– best results in four General subjects, plus one Applied 

subject, or

– best results in four General subjects, plus one VET 

qualification at Certificate III or above.

• To be eligible for an ATAR, students must successfully 

complete an English subject. The result in English will only 

be included in the ATAR calculation if it is one of the 

student’s best five scaled results.

What is an ATAR? (Page 6 Senior Course Guide)



ATAR Scaling

When compared against the previous two years, the 2022 scaling outcomes for 

individual subjects confirm that the cohort achievement and scaling for subjects 

changes from year to year and to varying degrees. 

While there is similarity in scaling outcomes across the years, there is no set 

pattern or ‘predictability’ in how different subjects might scale when compared 

to previous years.  

Inter-subject scaling is the process undertaken to map each QCAA subject and 

completed VET qualification to a common scale. This allows raw results in 

different subjects to be compared fairly. 



ATAR Scaling

Subject Scaling is a comparative measure based on actual subject 

achievement data and is expected to be different from one year to the next 

based on the capability of the student cohort for each year. QCAA subject 

results are the true achievement levels. 

The performance of students in each subject, each year determine the scaling 

of a subject. Students should not select subjects based on predicted scaling 

outcomes but should choose subjects they enjoy, are good at and which meet 

any prerequisites for courses they want to apply for.



What is an ATAR?



Other Learning Pathways than ATAR

Applied subjects are suited to students 

who are primarily interested in pathways 

beyond senior secondary schooling that 

lead to vocational education and training 

or work.



Tertiary Prerequisites
The QTAC 2026 Year 10 Guide to Career Pathways and Tertiary Prerequisites is a 

guide for year 10 students which includes all listed university prerequisites and 

assumed knowledge needed to meet entry requirements for courses in 2026.





Tertiary Prerequisites



Tertiary Prerequisites (p. 25)



Tertiary Prerequisites (p. 25)



Tertiary Pathways as an alternative to Direct Entry.



Guidance Officers

Academic Social Emotional Career





Wellbeing

Academic Social Emotional Career



COMFORT ZONE

STRETCH ZONE

DANGER ZONE

Choosing Subjects



A possible experience 

starting Senior School…



Do Choose:

Subjects according to 

your own skills, 

abilities and interests.

Still have questions?

Make an appointment 

with a Guidance 

Officer.


